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Synopsis

"l would much rather build than write about building, but when IA am not building, | will write about

AN

building & ” or the significance of those buildings IA have already built." & ” Frank Lloyd WrightFrank
Lloyd Wright built a body of works and drawings to illustrate and explain his work: collections of
designs with commentary that temperamentally parallel that work: irascible, radical, powerful and
dense, astonishing and simple in its clarity. One of his earliest published works illustrates the
parallel, preservingA thought and design atA a prophetic moment, shortly before Wright's genius
andA fame captured two continents and many converts. The Wasmuth portfolio of drawings (named
after the original German publisher) isA reproduced here from an extremely rare first edition
(1910).Wright's polemical preface indicates the importance he attached to the drawings and their
publication: ". . . the work illustrated in this volume, with the exceptionA of the work of Louis Sullivan,
is the first consistent protest in bricks and mortar against this pitiful waste [academic, inorganic
styles]. It is a serious attempt to formulate some industrial and aesthetic ideals that in a quiet,
rational way will help to make a lovely thing of an American’s home environment. . . ." "Home
environment" for Wright was the Midwestern plain; these these drawings, perhaps his earliest
experiments in organic design, partakeA of the lllinois, Indiana,A Michigan and Wisconsin prairie
with their emphasis on the horizontal ("the line of domesticity") and the environmental motif: "A
beautiful elm standing near gave the suggestion for the mass of the building," Wright says of the
Winslow house in River Forest, lllinois, a dwelling he cites as the first embodiment of many of his
ideas. Elegant full-page architectural drawings and plansA show Wright's atelier in Oak Park,
lllinois, many homes, cottages, banks, a burial chapel, Unity Church temple, a concrete house
designed for Ladies’ Home Journal and numerous studies for buildings, treated as problems in
design, that were never built. The republication of this rare work gives access again to what has
been called "the single most important collection of work published by Frank Lloyd Wright." Students

of American architectural genius will find here the seeds of Wright's greatness.
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Customer Reviews

American architect Frank Lloyd Wright (18674 “1959) designed more than 1,000 structures in a
career that spanned eight decades. A leader of the Prairie School of architecture, he also designed

interiors, wrote 20 books, and was a popular lecturer.

Bought this to see the blueprints of one of the best architects in the last while. This book is more
visual curiosity side of things. No real measurements or explanations just cool pictures of blueprints
and the fronts of the buildings. Its a shame we dont build things they way they used to with this
much care. A house built now probably wont last 50 years and all these buildings FLW built are still

standing.

Can't afford a genuine Wasmuth Portfolio? This is for you. It would have been better if it had been
bound in landscape format like the pages inside, but this is very much worth the money if you have
any interest in the early works of FLLW and a good look at the floor plans of the buildings of that
period.

Muy bien.

Part of a Christmas gift. He loved it!

It’s just floor plans. | fOund it very interesTing.

We are planning a new home, and this is a dream book for it. | don’t think we can afford a FLW

house, but the idea and suggestions are very attractiveA¢A A|.

Wonderful little book full of sketches and Frank Lloyd Wright goodness.



was a gift and the recipient loved it !
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